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2017 message from KBA Chairman, Deane Rohrlach. 

On behalf of the KBA Working Group, I wish you a 
very successful 2017. The last AGM  Report highlighted 
KBA achievements in 2016. In 2017, we aim to build on 
these to continue to deliver value to KBA members. 
2017 is shaping up as an exciting year, with many new 
projects coming onstream, covered in other areas of this 

newsletter.  

The Working Group will continue to work closely with 
Council to deliver economic growth to Kapunda. We 
welcome your suggestions and other input, and I believe 
that the whole community working together can achieve 

great things. 

Your Working Group looks forward to working with  

and for you in 2017.   

MURALS PROJECT 

Murals Chairperson reports that work on the Post Office 
mural is progressing, as are plans for the North Kapunda 
Hotel mural and the MFS station mural. (see pictures in 
this issue). Contact: Maxine Donald: 0408 817 038   

 

NBN  CABLING 

NBN cables are being installed around the town. 

BP ON THE RUN 

Opened  for business in Kapunda on 2/12/16 with 18 

ongoing retail jobs filled by local residents.  

FOODLAND SUPERMARKET 

Work commencing soon. 

ZEBRA CROSSING 

Received the go-ahead, but further delays have occurred 
due to the need for better lighting; as this is a specialised 
area, Council was required to use an approved Lighting 
Designer to do the design. This is still being completed 
and it is expected that the crossing will be installed by 
end of March 2017.  
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Kapunda: honouring the past, planning for the future 

TOWN SQUARE PRECINCT 

 
Council is about to submit a funding application for the 
second round of the Open Spaces and Places for People 
Grant Funding program.  This is being “tweaked” slightly 
compared with the application submitted for the first round. 
Notification of outcome of the application is expected  to-
wards the end of this financial year.  Prior to demolition of 
the building the existing mural will be removed from the 
wall of the former IGA building, refurbished and re-erected 
in a suitable location within the Town Square precinct.  
Local artist Mal Craig has kindly offered to re-furbish it 
and has taken extensive photographs and measurements to 
assist him in this. It is intended to engage in further com-
munity consultation prior to commencement of the works. 

 

WEBSITE UPGRADE 

 
We have moved www.cometokapunda.com.au and 
www.totallylocally-kapunda.com.au to a new hosting    
provider that is faster, more secure and reliable, and better 
supported. 
 
We are also completely re-writing the web site 
www.cometokapunda.com.au to be faster, easier to       
navigate, and compatible with phones, tablets and other 
devices.  
The new calendar will also be faster and easier to use. 
 
The current facebook page: www.facebook/totallylocally-
kapunda will still benefit all businesses. 
 
Leonie Boyd has taken over from Gillian to maintain our 
facebook sites very well, and thanks are due to both. 
  
Currently the www.cometokapunda.com.au site is “Under 
maintenance” and has only links to the facebook sites.  
 
Construction of the new site is well under way.  
 
Any comments or suggestions, contact Brenton 
Wight sales@leanmachine.com.au or 0408 816 416. 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/totallylocallykapunda/
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The KBA is asked many questions about Light Regional Council matters, so we asked our 

Chairperson, and Deputy Mayor Deane Rohrlach to appraise members of various projects.  
 

 

Council’s Economic Development Department – an update 

Just over two years ago, Council established an Economic Development (ED) Department led by General 
Manager James Miller, to promote and assist with:  

· Developments of economic benefit.  

· Projects of benefit to the community. 

· Tourism in the area. 

In this time, the ED Department promoted and facilitated several projects including: 

· Johnson’s Mill upgrade. 

· Kapunda Bowling Club relocation. 

· Kapunda Retirement Village project. 

· Kapunda Supermarket. 

· Kapunda Village Square – land acquisition, funding applications and initial planning. 

Upon James Miller winning the position of CEO of Adelaide Plains (formerly Mallala) Council, the CEO, 
assisted by Council’s Economic Development Consultant John Shane and Administrative Officer Stacie 
Dickson, continued the work of the Department. 
With many potential new economic developments requiring facilitation, Kieren Chappell has now been ap-
pointed to the position of General Manager, Economic Development.  Kieren is a former student of Ka-
punda High School and he and his family currently live in Kapunda.  In his former role as Council’s senior 
engineer, Kieren’s hard work, thoroughness, expertise and ability to arrive at creative solutions to problems, 
were crucial in the successful delivery of the Gawler River Water Re-use Scheme (GRWRS), which is cur-
rently delivering storm water to the Barossa and providing an additional income stream to Council.  Kieren 
was also responsible for developing the tools to ensure Council’s Infrastructure and Asset Management 
Plan provided accurate detailed information with which to calculate the life of roads and other infrastruc-
ture, and the cost of renewing them.  The work he did in this area is recognised as best practice across the 
Local Government Sector. 
Current and future projects the ED Department will be working on include: 

· Kapunda Village Square. 

· Continue to assist as necessary with the new supermarket and Kapunda Retirement Units. 

· Freeling Agricultural Multipurpose Centre. 

· Upgrading Town lighting to the required standard using LED’s. 

· Roseworthy Township expansion – project management of transport, social and stormwater infrastruc-

ture. 

· Possible expansion of the GRWRS to include stormwater from the Roseworthy Town expansion. 

· Possible Kidman Exhibition Centre in Kapunda. 

· Research of innovations under the federal Government’s Smart City program. 

· Any other opportunities for economic development that may arise. 
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Council’s Proposed Accelerated Infrastructure Program 

Deane Rohrlach, Deputy Mayor and KBA Chairman 

History 

When I first came to Kapunda around 33 years ago, I was appalled by the large number of unsealed roads 
and the lack of proper storm water, kerbs and gutters in the town.  When I asked the reason for this, I was 
told that in earlier days, Council’s priority was to have the lowest rates possible, and consequently opportu-
nities for upgrades using grant money with some financial input from Council were often not taken up.  
Similar infrastructure deficiencies also exist in other towns in the Council area. 
Whatever the reason, Kapunda and some other towns have been left with an “infrastructure debt” that suc-
cessive councils have struggled to overcome.  In recent times, also there has been considerable cost shifting 
from Government to local councils without any additional funds other than rates, placing greater pressure 
on Council’s resources. 
The Problem 

Consequently, Council has struggled to upgrade infrastructure and maintain existing roads and other infra-
structure to the expected standard.  A few years ago, Government required councils to develop detailed In-
frastructure and Asset Management Plans that accurately outlined the expected life of roads and other infra-
structure and the cost of renewal.  This took a few years of very hard work to finalise, but Council now has 
a very good picture of all its assets and infrastructure, those which need upgrading to an acceptable stan-
dard, and the timing and cost of renewals. 
This plan quantified the size and nature of the problem and revealed that within its current income, it would 
take Council more than 30 years to upgrade roads and other infrastructure to an acceptable standard and 
that there was an annual shortfall on what could be spent to replace worn out infrastructure. 

The Opportunity 

A few years ago, Council applied for a $20 m Federal Grant to set up a water re-use scheme.  It was suc-
cessful in obtaining $10.7 m and proceeded with the scheme as a public-private partnership.  At the elev-
enth hour, the private partner pulled out, and an alternative had to be quickly found.  Due to a great deal of 
urgent effort, a scheme, The Gawler River Water Re-use Scheme (GRWRS) was established with Seppelts-
field Wines and approved by the Federal Government.  The major benefits of this scheme are: 

· Reduces Murray River demand by at least 800 Ml (Commonwealth Government condition for the 

grant). 

· Supplies harvested water to the Barossa Grape growing area with the opportunity to expand the amount 

(e.g. by harvesting Roseworthy town expansion stormwater). 

· Council took out an $11m loan to fund its part of the cost.  The interest on this loan and the operating 

cost of the scheme is fully funded by a separate rate applied only to Seppeltsfield Wines land, so there 

is negligible financial risk to Council.  In addition, there is an annual operating surplus to Council of 

between $450,000 and $1.178m (mean $908,000).  The surplus may vary from year to year depending 

on the annual rainfall.  This surplus is available to Council to spend. 

· The scheme can be taken out by the operator after 6 or 10 years netting Council a $10.4 m profit. 

The proposed solution - The Government accelerated infrastructure scheme. 

At the end of last year the SA Government announced the State-Local Government Infrastructure Partner-
ship, designed to encourage councils to bring infrastructure projects forward and create jobs to coincide 
with the closure of local manufacturing by Holden.  In this scheme, The Government offers $1 for every $4 
spent by a Council on approved projects, and Councils may borrow funds from the Local Government Fi-
nance Authority at 0.5% below the going rate to fund their share.  Projects must be completed within two 
years. 
In December 2016 Council resolved to apply for a $15 m project.  If successful, it would receive a $3m 
grant and borrow $12m at the reduced interest rate.  Interest and repayment of this amount would be funded 
entirely from the income from the GRWRS and would not be funded by Council rate revenue.  A draft pro-
gram has been prepared, to be finalised by the end of January 2017, which proposes the sealing of most un-
sealed town roads, $3m of stormwater works and an extensive footpath paving program.  It will also allow 
Council to increase the funds spent on renewing roads to approximately the annual amount recommended 
in the Infrastructure and Asset Management Plan. The State-Local Government Infrastructure Partnership 
will be seeking formal applications in February 2017, with decisions regarding successful projects an-
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nounced soon thereafter. Following the December 2016 resolution, Council intends to apply as soon as the funding 
program applications are open so that, if successful, it can commence as soon as possible. 
Council has also prepared a plan that will enable it to deliver the program within the required time and in an effi-
cient and cost effective manner. 
Thus, if Council is successful with its funding application, it will be able to rectify the “infrastructure debt” in two 
years instead of 30 plus, and at no additional cost to ratepayers. 

Council Borrowings 

There is often confusion about Council borrowings.  Council has an Audit Committee chaired by local government 
finance expert John Comrie, which monitors and advises Council on financial matters.  Part of this oversight in-
cludes advising Council on loans policy.  Borrowings can be classified as good or bad.  Bad loans are those that 
fund general operations.  Council has no borrowings of this kind.  Good borrowings are those that fund infrastruc-
ture, particularly those of economic benefit to a region. 
The extent to which a Council can engage in good borrowing is determined by its capacity to pay and the benefit 
obtained by the borrowing.  Council has borrowed some funds, repaid out of general revenue, for certain infrastruc-
ture projects.  For example, expensive projects where part of the funds come from a grant and Council must match 
this amount are often funded in this way.  Projects like the upgrade of Hancock/Kidman Roads, Perry Rd/East Tce 
and the replacement of Orchard Bridge are the kinds of projects that would be beyond Council’s ability to fund 
without  grant assistance, and need to be done when the opportunity arises.  The total amount of loans of this nature 
is relatively small and Council is on track to reduce it to near zero in a few years. 
Loans such as the $11 m for the GRWRS and the proposed $12m for the accelerated infrastructure project are in a 
different category because the repayment of these is totally from external funding sources, in this case protected by 
a separate rate (only applied to the scheme partner’s land) to minimise risk.  Council from time to time also takes 
out loans on behalf of community groups to secure a worthwhile community project, where the loan is entirely re-
paid by the group, which receives a lower interest rate by this method.  A $400,000 loan, which is part of the Bowl-
ing Club project, is an example of such a loan. 

Conclusion 

If our application is successful, by using the funds generated by the GRWRS and the State-Local Government In-
frastructure Partnership, Council will be able to address in two years an infrastructure deficiency that would other-
wise take more than 30 years, all with absolutely zero rating impact. 
Or as our CEO jokingly put it, by combining these two projects we will be turning water into wine into roads using 
(as far as impact on ratepayers is concerned) FOOTA (Funds out of thin air). 
Note:  The November 2016 Council Agenda provides more detail on these two schemes. 
 

Davidson Reserve Lake Leak Update  

Council’s Engineer provided the following update on the Davidson Reserve Lake leak to the February 1 2017 In-
frastructure Committee meeting, which follows on from the media release in December 2016.  It outlines actions 

currently being undertaken by staff to resolve the problem:  

The recent rainfalls have provided staff with the ideal opportunity to review the source of the leaks and to also to 
gain confidence that any proposed remediation measures will work. It is becoming apparent that there are three dif-
ferent locations where water may be seeping out of the duck pond and staff have now confirmed this through con-
sultation with an independent specialist. The three locations are:  

· Water is permeating through the existing stonework on the wingwalls and into the stone tunnel; 
· Water is permeating through the soil, and therefore getting behind the wingwalls and into the stone tunnel, 

made worse through the increase in trees and large vegetation around the structure; 
· Water is seeping around the new junction box into the stone tunnel.  

Unfortunately, it is unlikely that the flows are coming from any one of the three potential leaks in isolation and 
therefore remediation is more challenging. The proposed repair methodology is likely to include: 
· Repointing of the stone work;  
· Patching existing holes/voids within the wingwalls and junction box surround;  
· Injecting cement based resin into the surrounding soils closing any flow paths;  
· Removal of trees or vegetation that have created voids in the embankment;  
· Lining the stone tunnel to prevent any flows from easily discharging into the tunnel; and 
· Embankment work  
This proposed repair method is now being closely scrutinised by Council’s operational and engineering staff to en-
sure that a positive outcome will be achieved. Staff will be meeting with the specialist contractor who is skilled in 
these repairs by the 3rd February 2017 to finalise the scope and cost estimate for the works. Initial estimates for the 
work is more than $30,000. However, the final works are most likely to be closer to $50,000. A report will be pro-
vided directly to the  28th February 2017 Council meeting. 
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Kapunda: community events and news 

Kapunda Remembers. Opened on 13/11/2016. 
What has Kapunda and Lawrence of Arabia got in common?  Answer: A unique, war-time connection: 
find out more at this new exhibition, located in the basement of the Soldiers’ Memorial Hall, Hill Street, 
Kapunda.  
Two years in the making and presented by the Kapunda Historical Society, many exhibits are on show for 
the first time and commemorate the servicemen and women of Kapunda from the nineteenth century 
through to the Vietnam War. Local artist, 
Mal Craig, undertook the wall paintings 

Scase Automotive “Show and Shine”:  29/10/16. Another  successful annual event. 

Members of Kapunda Historical Society 
discussing exhibit placement 

The organisers handed over a 
cheque for $2,165 to the  
Leukaemia Foundation.  
 
From Scase Auto: Thankyou 
everyone for your support. 
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September 11, 2016 

 
Kapunda MFS station members, 
family and friends attended a      
memorial service to mark the 15th 
anniversary of the terrorist attacks 
on the twin towers and the 343 fire 
fighters who died there in the line  
of duty. 
 
The flag on the fire truck names 
every person who was killed on that 
day—in New York, Shanksville and 
the Pentagon.  
 
(flag loaned by Gillian Cooper- 
Curtin) 

 

 

Kapunda and Light Agricultural 

Show: 29/10/16 

The 2017 committee is: 

President - Will Denholm 
Vice President - Chris Hutchinson 
Secretary - Chloe Trotta 
Assistant Secretary - Anna Booth 
Treasurer - Stephanie Bishop 
Committee Members - Janet Hazel, 
Karen Bromley, Peter Mosey,    

Bob Neldner, Mandy Gerhardy 

2016 Kapunda Christmas Street Party: 

another successful event.   
(photo, courtesy Leonie Boyd). 



 7 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir Sidney Kidman 160th birthday banquet 
6th May, 2017 at North Kapunda Hotel. 
An event for Kapunda’s History Month. 
 
Keep updated on more events at:  
https://www.facebook.com/kapundahistory/ 

The Kapunda Kidman Rotary Art Show 
is held every 2 years and 2017 IS THE YEAR!  
 
Planning by the committee is underway so get 
those paintings, sculptures and photographs      
underway too. 
 
OPENING NIGHT - 20TH OCTOBER 
 
ENTRIES CLOSE - 15TH SEPTEMBER.  
 
Like at facebook:  
 
Kapunda Kidman Rotary Art Show 
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Doggy’s Big Day Out: 9/4/17  
11am to 4pm,  

Dutton Park Oval, Kapunda. 

 
Kapunda and Light Tourism, Inc., is organising 
this great family event, with a day packed with 
activities that showcase the many talents of our 
wonderful canine friends, whether they be    
working dogs, the backyard mutt, or the         
pampered pooch.   
Competitions, demonstrations, food/refreshment 
stalls, dog-related merchandise, goodies, services 
and information.  
Featuring Australia’s Got Talent semi-finalists—
Irma and Sisko. 
 
Entry $2 per person, family concession, children 
under 5 free.  
 
50% of proceeds to the Animal Welfare League  
of SA.  
 
SAPOL DOG SQUAD 
Will demonstrate how sensitive a nose can be. 

YOGA WITH NANCY 
Wednesdays 12-1pm 

Upstairs at the Kapunda Library 
$15. Wear loose clothing 

Beginners always welcome 
Come join us! 

enquiries@lokananda.com.au 

8581 1758 

Meditation and yoga retreats throughout the 

year. 

http://lokananda.com.au/ 

mailto:enquiries@lokananda.com.au
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Kapunda Town Murals 

Volunteers painting the first mural— 
see below for the artist’s impression 
of the finished mural.  

Artist’s concept for mural to go on the “stable door” of 
the MFS station.  
 

The MFS station side door 
where the mural will be 
placed.  
 
See also story and pictures  
on MFS 125th anniversary 
celebration this issue.  
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MFS 125th anniversary celebration 

 

The Kapunda station celebrated its 125th anniversary on 5/2/2017. Regional Commander Kevin Eckermann 
believed it was likely that Kapunda is one of the oldest stations still operating in South Australia (his own 
station of Renmark recently held its 100th anniversary). The station showcased photos of past fire crews 
and incidents, as well as an historic fireman’s uniform worn by Officer Mike Prior. The station was open 
from 11am to 6pm with a barbeque lunch. At 2pm a special cake, made by Teagan, was cut by Peter Sando, 
retired officer in charge of Kapunda station, with a few words of thanks from Mike Prior and Commander 
Kevin Eckermann. 
 
A black horse was special guest, to honour the role of horses in the firestation until motor vehicles replaced 
real horse power.  The original stable door is still part of the fire station, as are the stall doors (with the 
original bars) —  now the entrance to the firestation’s office. The Kapunda town mural project will  
commemorate the horse and stable with a mural on the stable door (see page 9 for an artist’s impression of 
this mural). See also page 12 for photo of crew from 1960—some familiar faces and names! 
 
The Kapunda MFS are looking for any information, memorabilia or photographs to record the history of the 
firestation — they will take copies and return the material to the owner. If you can help, please contact the 
station: (usually practice night is Monday from 6pm). 

Kapunda firestation 1907.  
photo courtesy Peter Swann. 
 

MFS office, formerly 
horse stable– note bars 
on the door. 
Officer Wayne Arthur 
pictured. 

Horse power then and 
now — the Kapunda fire 
truck. (below) 

Text and photos—Gillian Cooper-Curtin. 

Regional Commander, Kevin 
Eckermann, Officer Mike 
Prior and retired officer in 
charge, (Kapunda station)  
Peter Sando cutting the cake. 
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Report to the Kapunda Business Alliance 

Restoration of the Kapunda Historic Mine Site Chimney 

Andrew Philpott (Environmental Projects Officer) 
 

The Kapunda mine site officially operated between 1844 and 1879 when the site was closed and the plant 
and equipment was sold off to Captain Hancock of the Moonta Mines. The development of the mine site at 
Kapunda was an impressive engineering feat as Kapunda was literally at the end of the known modern 
world at this time in history. The machinery used at the site to pump water, haul ore out of the deep shafts 
and crush ore was hauled by bullock teams along dirt tracks from Port Adelaide. 

Steam power was an integral part of the mine's development with two steam boilers being employed to 

drive machinery for ground water pumping, ore crushing and hauling. These steam boilers required fast 

flowing air through the furnaces in order to create great heat to boil water. This fast flowing air was 

achieved by the use of flues which were connected to a large chimney at the top of the mine site. 

The chimney was constructed in the 1850s from local sand-
stone and siltstone. The structure is 14 metres high with a 
base diameter of 3 metres and an upper diameter of 2 metres. 
The walls of the structure are 0.9 metre thick at the base and 
about 0.6 metre thick near the top. This is one solid structure! 
 
In recent times it has become evident that the chimney needs 
a makeover. The softer siltstones are eroding and this process 
will only accelerate over time in the absence of restoration 
work. The matter of restoration was taken to the Light Re-
gional Council in 2016 and funds were committed to see the 
restoration undertaken. In order to assist in the restoration an 
architectural company, Hosking Willis was engaged to de-
velop a clear scope of works for the stonemason company 
who wins the tender to undertake restoration. 

This scope of works is very defined and will guide which of 
the stone blocks needs to be replaced as well as removing 
inappropriate rendering and other faults. It is hoped that a 
tender for these works will be called in late summer of 2017. 
During the assessment of the chimney last November it be-
came apparent that this structure has been restored in the 
past. The top of the chimney was capped at this stage with a 
date mark of April 1972. Further reports will be provided as 
matters progress. Undertaking an assessment of the chimney in          

November 2016. Note the eroding sections of stone.  
(photo by Leo Noicos) 

Kapunda Community Gallery—“35 kilometres 
south” latest exhibition opening: 5/2/2017.  

Another successful event.  
Members—individuals, groups, businesses,   social 
clubs, etc. — advertise your event,    product or 
special deal in the newsletter and on our facebook 
page. 
 
It’s free to KBA members.   
 
We can also offer feature spreads. You supply the 
text and graphics.  Or, arrange an interview and 
photo shoot.  
 
For more information, contact Bill Adams:  
0408 811 840. 
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Thank you to Dan van Holst Pellekaan MP for the generous 
sponsorship of the printed version of this newsletter. 

Your KBA Working Party contacts:  

Deane Rohrlach – mobile 0417 829 631  

Bill Adams – mobile 0408 811 840  

John Shane – mobile 0418 859 680  

Brenton Wight – mobile 0408 816 416  

 Dorian Chambers - mobile 0403 915 385  

Leonie Boyd - mobile 0448 923 696   

 

Last year visitors flocked to Kapunda to attend the many events on 
offer—many new, some old favourites, and the buzz in the town 
was palpable.   
 

May heralds the History month in Kapunda and we are seeking busi-

nesses and the community to get involved. Tours, displays, events, 

special meal deals, music, art.  Anything related to Kapunda’s     
History. Please jump in and help, tourism is based on our history 

and your help is needed to make this an awesome month which we 

would love to see grow! please contact Mish at Kapunda Confec-

tions, 46 Main Street, Kapunda, or via email to kapundaconfec-

tions@gmail.com. And check out the facebook page: https://

www.facebook.com/kapundahistory/ 

 

 

Picture: 2016 opening ceremony 
with Festival organiser, Gillian 
Cooper-Curtin confronting an irate 
Irish woman from Baker’s Flat.   

Kapunda firestation: 125 years and still in 
operation.  
Photo, courtesy retired officer Peter Swann 

The North Kapunda Hotel is again offering self-guided tours of the hotel (a popular drawcard), as 

well as a special Sir Sidney Kidman banquet. 

Become involved.  Organise, present and support events big and small—month long, or one off 

— make 2017 another History Month  success.    

https://www.facebook.com/kapundahistory/?__mref=message_bubble
https://www.facebook.com/kapundahistory/?__mref=message_bubble

