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Kapunda murals: every picture tells a story 

“The diversity of issues that arise from just a simple 
idea of ‘painting on a wall’ is amazing: ethical,  
legal, safety, maintenance, funding, ideas, materials, 
approvals, etc. — much committee discussion and 
planning, in addition to garnering community, busi-
ness and building-owner support for the proposed 
mural sites,” says Maxine.  
 
“Funding is a major issue. Premium, long-lasting 
murals require premium long-lasting materials. 
Sourcing funds through grants, donations from 
clubs, service groups, businesses and individuals 
are being sought—spreading the positive word far 
and wide is paramount. A website and Facebook 
page are currently under construction.”  

Picture: Maxine Donald, Chairperson, Kapunda Mural  

Town Committee with information banner.  

 

Kapunda Community Gallery is the auspicing body and will   
provide the painting labour, with the first mural to be co-ordinated 
by local artist Mal Craig and with concepts by graphic artist, 
Danny Menzel. 
 
From the first meeting in February, the Murals Committee has 
made excellent progress. Initial  focus is on the Main Street with 
its diverse history. Utilising Kapunda’s strong artistic and con-
struction talent, the committee is confident of creating a long-term 
project benefitting the entire community. 
 
The Sheffield (Tasmania) mural project committee has offered 
their valuable advice and experience to Kapunda’s Mural Town 
aspirations.  
 
Light Regional Council has given ‘in principle’ support to the 
project whose Planning and Development staff have given input 
in establishing approval protocols for various sites identified. 
 
KBA has kick-started the project donating  $2,000 while KBA 
members Brenton Wight and Tristan Kerr are providing  technical 
and materials expertise; graphic artist Danny Menzel is providing 
publicity and concept designs.  
 
The first mural site will be the street-facing front wall of the Post 
Office. This will complement the Kidman bust and mural already 
existing there. The mural concept is based on the original Post 
Office building, a postman, a PO box and Kidman postage stamp. 
Due to the rough brick surface this mural will be painted on pan-
els which will then be mounted to completely cover the front wall 
of the building. 
 
“It is a very exciting town project; the committee is seeking   
community involvement at all levels. We can’t wait to get the first 
mural up, so that the project’s potential becomes obvious and a 
reality,” says Maxine. 
 
The banner (pictured) can be viewed at the Kapunda Community 
Gallery, Main Street, Kapunda.  

https://www.facebook.com/totallylocallykapunda/
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Optus tower in Kapunda. 
 
An OPTUS tower has been erected in the car-
park of the Kapunda Harness Racing Club.  
 
 
 
 
Lighting in Main Street, Kapunda. 
 
Light Regional Council has applied for a Crime     
Prevention and Community Safety Grant for          
Kapunda’s Town Centre.  
Economical white LED lighting is proposed which 
will improve the quality of CCTV recording to      
identify any criminal activity. 
 
 
Kapunda Town Square Project. 
 
 
 
 
 
Information and artistic impressions of the project are 
still on display in the old IGA building, corner of Main 
and Crase Streets, Kapunda. Community members are 
urged to have their say on what they would like to see 
in the Square: telephone Stacie Dickson on 8525 3200 
or email sdickson@light.sa.gov.au  
 
View the project on line (via Council’s website) at: 
http://www.light.sa.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/
Kapunda%20Town%20Square%20Project.pdf 
 
 
Kapunda, Totally-Locally and RDA 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Regional Development Australia (Barossa) recently 
invited Mayor Bill O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Deane 
Rohrlach (who is also KBA Chairman) and KBA Sec-
retary, Bill Adams, to meet with RDA’s Craig Grocke 
and the UK founder of Totally-Locally, Chris Sands. 
RDA, along with Chris, are doing promotional work 
and were keen to learn more about Kapunda and its 
future growth. Chris assisted KBA to set up Totally-
Locally in Kapunda some time ago, and officially 
launched the Kapunda brand here on 23/4/2015. 
 
“It was an interesting 2 hour meeting: Kapunda, along 
with several other towns, will gain substantial        
promotion from it,” says Bill Adams. 
 
 
 
 
 

Main Street, Kapunda traffic and a zebra crossing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of building a case to the Government to apply 
for a zebra crossing in Main Street, Light Regional 
Council conducted a traffic count from 8/12/15 to 
8/1/16. Approximately 107,000 vehicles movements 
were recorded in this period, giving approx. daily     
average vehicle movements of 4,500.  85.9% of vehicles travelling down Main Street 

were passenger vehicles (cars, utes, 4WDs, etc).  An additional 2.9% were passenger vehicles  
towing a trailer of any kind.  The rest (12.2%) were trucks of all kinds, and 
buses. 

 
Speeding on the Main Street. 
The posted speed limit is 50 km/h, and in the study time 
had 8,300 (about 7.8%) exceeding the speed limit by an  
average of 3 km/h.  The lowest speed recorded was 10 
km/h and the highest was 116 km/h.  The average speed 
of all vehicles was 39.5 km/h and the median speed was 
40 km/h. 
 
Business hours only (9 am to 5 pm Monday to Friday) 
speeds were extracted from the data.  This represented 
49% of all vehicle movements.  The speed range was 
the same (10 to 116 km/h).  The number exceeding the 
speed limit was down (3% instead of 7.8%) and these 
exceeded 50km/h by an average of 2.6 km/h. 
 
The average speed of all vehicles during business hours 
was 36.9 km/h and the median speed was 37.1 km/h, 
showing people generally travel slower down the Main 
Street during business hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

On The Run 

Revamping of the entire Kapunda On the Run petrol 

station has commenced with construction fencing 

erected around the site. A Subway franchise will form 

part of the new look OTR. 

 

     HAVE YOUR SAY! 

Main Street during 
May, 2016 (History 
Festival month). 
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Calendar of events 
 
If you have an event happening in Kapunda, please 
contact Gillian Cooper-Curtin (kopperkat@gmail.com 
or tel. 0417 838 960) and it can be included in the 
KBA newsletter and/or the KBA facebook page. 

Yoga by Nancy 
Every Wednesday at the Kapunda Library 
12noon to1pm 
Beginners welcome. $15 per session. Wear comfortable 
clothing. Bring a mat and in winter a blanket. If you don’t 
have a mat, a limited number are available each session. 
Tel. 8581 1758  
 
Kapunda Community Gallery 
Open daily. 
M—F 10am to 4pm 
Sat., Sun., and Public Holidays 10am to 3.30pm. New 
exhibitions each month.  Photo: June Exhibition opening. 

 
Tel. Maxine Donald: 0408 817 038 
Next Gallery special event: 

MARGARET TUCKEY 
MIXED MEDIA DEMONSTRATION 
July 17th 2016  1 to 2.30pm 
 
Kapunda RSL 
Committee meetings, first Friday each month start at 
4pm, followed by Happy Hour. All welcome. 
 
Special event: fund-raising “shindig”/jam session: 
any muso interested can perform. 
Friday 24/6 from 6 to 10pm. $2 per person. 
All welcome. Bar facilities available. 
 
CFS Bushfire workshop: Kapunda Community Fire 
Safe. 
25/6 at 1pm and 26/6 at 10.30 am 
1st Floor, Kapunda Library Building. 
The 2 sessions make up one full workshop and you 
are strongly urged to attend both sessions to enable 
you to get the most out of the information delivered. 
 
Not suitable for children. 
 
REGISTRATIONS ESSENTIAL.  

Tel. 84634126 
E: sarah.harris4@sa.gov.au 
 
 

javascript:void(0)
http://www.kapundagallery.com/html/art_classes1.php#MargaretTuckey
http://www.kapundagallery.com/html/art_classes1.php#MargaretTuckey
http://www.kapundagallery.com/html/art_classes1.php#MargaretTuckey


 4 

Mystery and Magic: an afternoon with Rosanne 
Hawke and the daughter of nomads 

 
 
 
 
   

Sunday, 3rd July, 2.30pm 
Magic Cave/North Kapunda Hotel 
Cake* and tea/coffee: $10 per person.   
(*please advise of special dietary requirements)             
Bookings essential RSVP: 30th June:  
Rosanne: 0418 841 742 or Gillian: 0417 838 960 
 
KBA History Festival 2017 planning and  
information night.  
17/8/16 from 7pm at Light Regional Council 
chambers. 
Do you want to host an event, volunteer to help? 
Information: KBA Member: Gillian Cooper-
Curtin: 0417 838 960. 
 

Kapunda Musical Society. 

Information night:  

Tues 28/6, 7.30pm 

Auditions: 
Friday 1/7 and Sat 2/7 (contact Jennette Mickan for 
times)* 

Chapel Theatre, Chapel Street, Kapunda 

Performance dates: November 11, 12, 18, 19 

(12/11 has 2pm matinee).  

*Jennette Mickan 0407629062 

The Kidman Exhibition 
reported by  
Norma McCarthy 
 
The Exhibition on the life of 
Sir Sidney Kidman put on by 
Kapunda & Light Tourism 
Inc. was an interesting and 
informative inclusion to  
Kapunda’s History Month.   
The generous loan by the 
Hambour family of a vacant 
shop in Main Street made it possible to showcase the 
dozen banners and a selection of framed photographs, 
sourced from local historians and some members of the 
Kidman family to tell the story of a man who is regarded 
as one of Kapunda’s great benefactors along with Dutton 
and Bagot of Copper Mine fame. 
  
A Kapunda Primary School teacher brought 30 children 
to the exhibition.  It was a delight to have them  come in, 
all behaved beautifully and showed an interest in the 
story while being an absolute credit to their school.  Two 
very earnest young men sat silently for some time trying 
to crack the code to the safe, let us hope they have not 
already chosen their preferred career path! 
  
Kapunda and Light Tourism thanks all those connected 
with the exhibition, from the committee members who 
set it all up, to the sitters who kept the place open each 
day, the Kapunda Visitors’ Information Centre for    
photocopying and other support, and especially to the 
Hambour family without whose space we would have 
had nowhere to go.    
  
For those interested in the Kidman story, books are 
available at the Kapunda Visitors’ Information Centre in 
the library building.     
 
 

 
 Norma, hard at work.  

(photo: GA Cooper-Curtin) 
Photo: 2015 Panto — Jack and the Beanstalk with a 

Twist, courtesy of KMS Inc. 
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Successfully celebrating 170 years of history in Kapunda... 
Thousands of visitors participated in Kapunda’s full program of History Festival events during May. KBA paid 
the running costs for some events and also funded printing of the 500 copies of Kapunda’s festival booklet.  
The library had a big increase in visitors: 150 visitors for one day. Overall, the Visitors’ Information Centre 
had approx. 925 visitors. Many Main Street businesses reported brisk trading—particularly at the weekends: 
Main Street had no parking spaces left.  
Festival  co-ordinator, and KBA member, Gillian Cooper-Curtin, is thrilled with the result: 6 months of       
volunteer work paid off. Many other groups and individuals also worked hard on their events.  
Kapunda’s festival was the largest in the state (outside Adelaide) and had approx. 50 events for the month: 
many were one-off presentations.  Most events were booked out— proving that Kapunda’s unique heritage is a 
tremendous drawcard.  
The official launch by Peter Donovan, SA Historian of the Year, was inter-
rupted by ‘Mary McDonald’ who viewed the assembly as ‘illegal’ and there-
fore felt it her civic duty to read the Riot Act –possibly the first time it has been 
read in a library. The Rainbird Murders: a case for the defence, was standing 
room only; the Mine Tour and archaeological dig was filled to capacity. Ross 
Vogt’s antiques and oddities collection is still being talked about.  The         
Kapunda Historical Society’s tour of the Kapunda Villages was booked out 3 
times, while the self-guided tours were as popular as always. Visitors from 
Adelaide were wowed by Kapunda’s Musical Society’s skits. ‘Eringa’ proved a 
favourite destination, as was the Pines. The pictorial history of Kapunda display was a great hit and visitors 
remained there transfixed—some for hours. The Kidman Story by Kapunda and Light Tourism was a great  
display, and with the arrival of the historic West End Brewery truck each day, history was alive and well in 
Kapunda.   
Some local groups and businesses have already shown interest in a 2017 festival, offering new venues and new  
program items. KBA is presenting a planning the 2017 festival and an information night (17/8 at 7pm Council 
Chambers, Kapunda) including suggestions on how to maximise events and business exposure.  
The State’s History Festival managers visited Kapunda on 27th May and Gillian took them on a small tour,  
including lunch, and a Museum visit.  There is no doubt that Kapunda, a heritage and tourist destination,     
received a big boost over the month with visitors from Adelaide, interstate and overseas. Many asked if there 
would be another festival in 2017.  

Kapunda History Festival: May 1—31, 2016. 

 

LEFT: Ross Vogt, Gillian Cooper-Curtin, Peter Swann
(festival patron) and Peter Donovan, SA Historian of the 
year at the opening ceremony. 
 
BELOW: Tourists take in the sights and sample the 
sweets at Main Street business, Kapunda Confections.  

LEFT: Mine/archaeological dig Tour.  
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Visiting overseas without leaving Kapunda: 
During the History Festival, Kapunda      
Library was pleased to hold an armchair 
travel session run by Ken Lyons, a local 
photographer of Ken Lyons Photography. 
The participants enjoyed a trip through   
London, Paris, Hungary and Italy, exploring 
ancient buildings, cities and cultures. In the 
interval they were able to sample a small 
taste of the food from two of the destina-
tions, feasting on scones with jam and cream 
and warmed croissants, sourced from our 
local FoodWorks. This session proved  
popular and the library is looking at running more arm-
chair travel sessions through the year. (Photo collage: 
Ken Lyons Photography) 

 
Wild Writers inspired by history: 

Jacki Williams, Manager, North Kapunda Hotel     
hosting a special tour during writing history on the 

wild side. No ghosts, but they did see tunnels. Drinks 
on the balcony was a big hit with participants.  

 
  
 
Antiques and 
Oddities: 
Cathy Coppen, owner-operator (with husband Nugget) of the           
Clare Castle Hotel, seen here with Ross Vogt who presented his antiques 
and oddities ’roadshow’ to a delighted audience.   
 

 
 
 

 
History Festival SA Managers visit Kapunda: 

The State’s History Festival Managers visited Kapunda on 27th May.  
The History Managers are keen for Kapunda to build on what was 

achieved in 2016. Pictured: Gillian with Karen Blackwood and  
Allison Russell. (photo courtesy of the Bunyip Newspaper).  

 
 

More on the Kapunda History Festival: May 1—31, 2016. 

 

Kapunda’s Museum, has the WOW factor: 
‘It’s like Aladdin’s Cave’—a common response to visitors to 
our outstanding Museum.   
The Kapunda Historical Society ran many booked-out tours 
during Festival month.  
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Since December 2013, Sonia Fowler has compiled the 
newsletter. Sonia recently took up a new position as editor 
of the River News in Waikerie and with her new job has 
come much more work and responsibility and she is un-
able to continue her newsletter role. Gillian Cooper-Curtin 
has compiled this issue.  
Gillian worked for over 25 years as a para-legal officer, 
studied history at Adelaide University, is a professionally 
published author and freelance editor and maintains the 
facebook pages for KBA and Totally Locally Kapunda. 
Gillian also works freelance as an artistic and promotions 
consultant and brings to the newsletter a different style, 
while maintaining that news-edge so well developed by 
Sonia.  
Business Spotlights will continue in the newsletter, so if 
you’d like your organisation (whether business or a social 
group) to have a special feature, contact Bill Adams. 0408 
811 840. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from Sonia to KBA newsletter readers: 

It was an interesting and enjoyable project putting 

the KBA newsletter together.  

Once I started writing the newsletter and wondering 

what content we could include, there always seemed 

to be more going on in Kapunda than what initially 

met the eye. Working as a journalist at the Barossa 

Herald at the time was an advantage, and presented 

opportunities for stories and photos that may not 

have happened otherwise. 

With the KBA's activities and what was happening  

in the Kapunda community, and in the business  

community meant I was never short of stories. 

All the best to Gillian Cooper-Curtin who will be 

taking on the role of KBA newsletter in the future. 

Membership details—online: click ‘become a member’ 
at: http://www.cometokapunda.com.au/ 
Sole trader: $50 pa; 1-10 employees: $75 pa; 10 or more 
employees: $100 pa 
Please see the above website ‘about us’ for a comprehen-
sive summary of KBA.  
 
KBA membership includes: 
Dedicated website for your business or organisation at 
KBA and Totally-Locally Kapunda. 
Free advertising on KBA and Totally-Locally Kapunda 
Facebook pages, including events, fund-raisers, etc. 
Weekly ‘reaches’ run to 1,000 or more and it is a far-
reaching, cost-effective way to promote.  
For Facebook information and /or promotions contact 
Gillian Cooper-Curtin 0417 838 960 . 
 

 
'Enhancing local business opportunities for              
members, bringing more people to Kapunda 

and leveraging Kapunda's potential for a prosperous 
town and stronger community'. 

The working party meets monthly, but many discussions 
and decisions are made via email, so the committee 
meetings are short and sharp, and rarely go longer than 
an hour and a half. There is often a guest speaker.  
If interested in joining the team, contact Bill Adams 
0408 811 840. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
"The runaway boys" will be performing on August 6, 
from 7pm to late at the Kapunda Soldiers’ Memorial 
Hall, Hill Street, Kapunda.   
Free sausage sizzle and nibbles (vegetarian sausages 
available).  
Licensed bar: strictly no BYO. 
Games and door prize. 
Tickets will be available next week from Kapunda pizza 
bar, Sally's Clothes Horse and Kapunda Visitors’ Infor-
mation Centre. All tickets $20 each. 

Further information:  

Dorian Chambers  0403915385 

Newsletter changes: an introduction and a farewell KBA membership benefits 

KBA working party meetings 

KBA aims 

KBA fund-raising Rockn’Roll night 
Sonia Fowler at the Farm Fair—hard at work 
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Kapunda Farm Fair 

2016: an outstanding  

success.  
 
Credit to Bill Adams 
and his team for another 
professional event. 
Hundreds of exhibitors, 
rides for the kids, enter-
tainment and food for 
the whole family make this a must-see bi-annual 
event, held at the Trotting Track, Hancock Road, 
Kapunda. 
For exhibitors who may have missed out this year, 
register your interest for the 2018 event now to get 

your preferred location.  

Call Bill Adams 0408 811 840 or 

email billyboy88@bigpond.com 

Friday was well attended at around 2,500 people, 
and the bumper crowd of 4,500 on Saturday was 

great. 

These days it is hard for any business to get 7000 
people through its doors, so taking your products to 
the Farm Fair is an inexpensive way to get maxi-

mum exposure. 

Many exhibitors had a marvellous response, in spite 

of the Pinery fires and poor economic conditions. 

For many pictures and stories, see the Facebook 
Page. 
https://www.facebook.com/kapundafarmfair/ 
 
 
For the first time, the Kapunda Farm Fair Facebook 
went ‘live’ from the office. Gillian took photos, and 
interviewed stall-holders and visitors and was     
literally up in the air...for a time.  

 

Your KBA Working Party contacts:  

Deane Rohrlach – mobile 0417 829 631  

Bill Adams – mobile 0408 811 840  

Sonia Fowler – mobile 0438 185 385  

John Shane – mobile 0418 859 680  

Brenton Wight – mobile 0408 816 416  

Gillian Cooper-Curtin - 0417 838 960 

 Dorian Chambers - mobile 0403 915 385  

Tristan Kerr - mobile 0427 443 724 Thank you to Dan van Holst Pellekaan MP for the 
generous sponsorship of the printed version of this 

newsletter. 

ABOVE: lunch at the Farm Fair 
BELOW: aerial view of part of the venue. 

Photos: Gillian Cooper-Curtin. 

 

Kapunda MFS  

mailto:billyboy88@bigpond.com

