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Kapunda Business Alliance 
Engaging, promoting and supporting business in Kapunda 

 

Hello! 
It’s 2021 and Kapunda Business Alliance has come into the new 

year with some fresh faces and ideas. Whether your business has 

a large number of employees or it is a sole trader working from 

home, the KBA is here to support, promote and advocate for 

businesses in Kapunda. It also has an important role in acting as a 

facilitator for businesses and community organisations. 

Engagement with the business community is paramount to the 

KBA and we are determined to provide optimum value to its 

members. This includes continuing to run the annual Mega 

Garage Sale, regular newsletters and migrating the former 

“cometokapunda” website to a new, more user-friendly site 

where members will be able to manage their own information.  

However, we are seeking your feedback on what the KBA can do 

for you. Is it networking opportunities or do you want to hear 

from speakers on a particular topic or maybe you would like the 

KBA to hear about your business’s special project or 

development. Please let us know via email 

kapunda@cometokapunda.com.au or contact any of the 

committee. 

INSIDE 

 

Kapunda’s main street has come 

alive. Meet some of the people 

behind the new businesses.  

 

Kapunda is in the national 

spotlight with Lucas Street mural 

being named a finalist in the 

Australian Street Art Awards. 

 

Update on EnviroCopper’s project 

at the Kapunda mine – making 

significant progress.  

 

$34.3 million investment proposed in Light 

Light Regional Council has signed off on pursuing a $34.3 million 

“shovel ready” infrastructure program to help stimulate the 

economy and create jobs, committing up to $13.5m towards the 

program. 

All works are subject to securing grant funding and include 

upgrading the entrances into Kapunda – Clare Road, Mildred 

Street and South Terrace – as well as sealing rural roads.  

For Kapunda, a key project is to extend the Swann Path south 

along the Railway corridor to Bethel Road, past new silo art and 

revitalising the Kapunda Railway Goods Shed precinct. Further 

activation of the Kapunda Historic Mine site is planned with 

sealed paths, lookout decks, bike paths and additional shelters, 

seating and interpretive signage. The Kapunda swimming pool is 

also planned to have new pool surroundings surfacing and 

drainage, PV solar panels, public Wifi, seating and shelters. 

 

mailto:kapunda@cometokapunda.com.au
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Chairman’s message 

I am proud to lead an enthusiastic and progressive 

committee which will volunteer hundreds of hours 

throughout 2021 and beyond, for the benefit of town 

and district. With the demise of the hard copy 

Barossa Herald, KBA will issue regular newsletters via 

email to its members and to those who supply their 

email addresses to our organisation. 

Despite COVID-19 impediments, Kapunda business is 

showing signs of strong growth, which is amazing in 

the financial circumstances prevailing. Our next 

edition has much more good news to come. 2021 will 

be a year to remember for all the right reasons 

following what will go down in history as the worst 

year in our lifetime, which takes in WWII. 

We urge all businesses to become members of the 

KBA, the benefits are many and the cost is very 

modest in relation to what is offered. It is pleasing to 

report that following representations from KBA and the Light Regional Council, Regional Development Australia 

(RDA) has funded Kapunda businesses  access to two free 3-hour sessions on the B2B program with the choice of 42 

professionals covering a wide range of services (find out more about this further on in this newsletter). We have, for 

the first time, welcomed farmers and grape growers as members. 

KBA now has the services of Rhia Daniel, who is a marketing and communications specialist, for three hours a week, 

generously funded by RDA. 

By shopping locally, wherever possible, will be doing your town a service. It costs at least 70 cents a kilometre to 

drive your car to shop elsewhere, this translates to $47.60 for a return trip to Gawler. 

Members are invited to send us your suggestions as to what business type you would like to see established in 

Kapunda. KBA will in return use its extensive range of communications to reach the wider regions to assist in any 

way we can. One of the KBA’s main aims is to attract more people to visit our town and district. In the next two 

months our planned events program will be announced. Together we can achieve a lot, KBA will hold up our end and 

we trust our community embraces the opportunities presented. 

Best wishes, Bill Adams 

 

Get ’Appy 

SA businesses now have access to on-the-spot 
financial support and services from the State 
Government thanks to a new mobile phone app 
launched last week. 

Complementing the SA Business Information Hub 
website – www.business.sa.gov.au – the free SA 
Business Hub app provides a simple and easy way for 
businesses to find out what’s on offer from the South 

Australian Government as well as the Australian 
Government. 

By simply downloading the free app, business owners 
will have in the palm of their hand a tool that can 
point them to a website, a grant or a government 
agency that can assist. The SA Business Hub app is 
now available as a free download from the Apple 
Store and Google Play. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstateliberalleader.nationbuilder.com%2Fr%3Fu%3D72anAr373kYdW-D8bsIg4kex0WTqZ5jLxiFi95-Z-yE%26e%3D159897327d8537630be384e7869c8d42%26utm_source%3Dstateliberalleader%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dsmallbiz_app%26n%3D1&data=04%7C01%7Cstacey.davidson%40parliament.sa.gov.au%7C13cda7e47fbb4321e70a08d8c33d1fb6%7C694c9d7eafe6477eaa742b8fc75d86e8%7C0%7C0%7C637474014607175971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PXrJAxTAzCvtqcHlX4wp1EnnjqbOuWwebneyJ96YvfE%3D&reserved=0
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Welcome to Kapunda… 
We asked a series of questions to some of the new businesses 

so the wider community could get to know them. Make sure 

you pop in and say hello! 

Business: Plant Pot and More 

Owner/s name: Rainer Gare 

Brief overview of your background: I grew up in Jamestown, 

located in mid north SA. I moved to the city for secondary 

education and after a few course changes, settled on 

Horticulture as my area of study. 

I had always had an interest in plants, but it wasn’t until I 

started studying that I truly appreciated the plant world and 

all it had to offer. 

Once I graduated, I ended up working in the hardware sector, 

but unfortunately not within the gardening realm. After 7 

years, my partner and I decided to have a tree change and 

move out of the city, and ended up in the Barossa. The 

combination of looking for work and COVID, led to where I am 

now. 

When did your business open? The store opened on the long 

weekend of October 2020. 

What does your business offer? The store offers a boutique range of plants and pots, with a supporting range of 

garden related products. 

Why did you choose to open your business in Kapunda? Kapunda was the town of choice because not only did it 

have a great feeling about it, but I had heard (and could see) how the town was changing, in regards to new shops 

that were already starting to appear, the new housing estate being built and other plans for museums and 

restaurants. 

What’s been your biggest highlight so far? This biggest highlight has been how welcoming everyone has been and to 

see people appreciate the hard work and effort that has been put in to the store. But mostly it has been sharing my 

passion of plants with other people! 

Anything else you’d like to add? (Maybe a challenge you’ve faced, goal for the future) The biggest challenges have 

probably been finding suppliers and fittings for the store. Starting from scratch and on a budget certainly makes you 

creative! The shop itself has certainly led the way to the look and feel of the shop, and combined with the ever-

changing plant and pot stock, the space is always evolving.  

 

Business: Koco Home 

Owner/s name: Tenille Bilecki 

Brief overview of your background: I grew up in the world of house renovating and have always love making houses 

the best they can be.  I studied Garden Design over 20 years ago and worked in that area for years before moving to 

Kapunda. I’m currently studying Interior Design so that I can help people join their indoor and outdoor spaces, 

turning them in to usable but amazing spaces to be in. 
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When did your business open? Koco Home opened on Friday 21st 

August 2020 

What does your business offer? Hand poured natural soy candles, 

made in store, homewares, décor, a small amount of clothing and 

jewellery.  Everything you need for your home or when in need of a 

gift." 

Why did you choose to open your business in Kapunda? After 

working for years in jobs that entailed a lot of driving I wanted to open 

my shop close to home.  Kapunda has a huge history and I believe 

things are happening and moving forward for the town so there 

wasn’t any question when it came to Kapunda being the home for 

Koco Home. 

What’s been your biggest highlight so far? Having many customers 

visit and tell me that I have created a beautiful store.  If my customers are happy then I’m happy…  

Anything else you’d like to add? (Maybe a challenge you’ve faced, goal for the future) Challenges; being open in a 

town that closed early on a Saturday and is mainly closed on a Sunday.  The more that there is in the town for people 

to come and experience the more people will come.  A few of us are open 10am-3pm on Saturday and then 11am-

2pm Sunday but it would be nice if there were more cafes and shops open to help draw tourists to the town, making 

it a great place to be. 
 

Business: Kapunda Country Chic Craft Inc 
Owner/s name: Committee (picture L-R: Les 
Pfeiffer (president), Kathy Pfeiffer, Lucy Bashford 
(secretary), Graeme and Pat Hansen (joint 
treasurer). 
Brief overview of your background: We are a 
community group with aims to promote craft 
within the community. Our intention is to return 
profits from sales to our local community for the 
benefit to the community. 
When did your business open? September 2020. 
What does your business offer? A variety of crafts 
demonstrating some of the many skills of the local 
people. These crafts include painting, photograph, 
lapidary, woodwork, beading, sewing and 
preserves. All products are locally produced. 
Why did you choose to open your business in 

Kapunda? We are local producers who are mainly retired or semi-retired who enjoy crafting. We feel our time and 
skills require an outlet to share our pleasure in our creation with many people. Kapunda is desirable destination for 
people in Adelaide who enjoy exploring interesting and historical areas close to Adelaide. Our town is close to the 
Barossa and offers a different slice of culture with the Cornish/Celtic history of mining. The farming/station 
influences charm history buffs as well. These factors encourage and enhance the tourism potential of Kapunda. As a 
crafting community, we wish to support the potential of the Light regional community. 
What’s been your biggest highlight so far? All the positive feedback from our customers is really encouraging. Some 
comments have been that it is a wonderful shop and we have a great range of well-made products. When we tell our 
customers that everything is locally produced they are astonished. 
Anything else you’d like to add? (Maybe a challenge you’ve faced, goal for the future) One our goals is to put 
Kapunda on the map as the home of the best local craft shop in South Australia. This is a place to showcase crafts 
and to encourage people to expand their horizons. We would like to thank Light Regional Council for all the help and 
encouragement they have given us during our journey to make our shop a reality. 
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Business: Rustic Edge Homewares Flowers and Cafe then 

upstairs Rustic Edge Hair and Beauty  

Owner/s name: Family owned; Sandy is the manager of cafe 

and homewares store, Ali is the florist/hairdresser, Shay does 

weekends and Kate and Steve work school holidays 

Brief overview of your background: Owned hairdresser for 20 

years and cafe for the last 6 now combining both to survive 

Covid. 

When did your business open? In Covid 

What does your business offer? Event catering, fresh floristry, 

cafe with Dimattina Coffee, homewares and gifts, party 

supplies with helium balloon bar, upstairs is ladies colour hair 

salon, pedicure and nails, tinting and waxing, spray tans, 

Redken hair products and Pureology.  

Why did you choose to open your business in Kapunda? I chose Kapunda because 

it is where I live. 

What’s been your biggest highlight so far? The biggest highlight is being able to spend more time with my beautiful 

family. 
 

Kapunda mural in national spotlight 
Kapunda’s Lucas Street mural has been named one of 

the best public art experiences in Australia after being 

shortlisted for the 2020  Australian Street Art Awards’ 

Best External Mural. 

Mural artist Danny Menzel and his band of dedicated 

volunteers from the Kapunda Mural Town Project will 

be checking if their diaries are clear for the awards 

ceremony on March 2 on the Sunshine Coast where 

the winners will be announced. 

Awards director Liz Rivers highlights just how 

important the awards are in showcasing towns like 

Kapunda to a national audience. “Australia has a long 

history of creating sculptures, monuments and other 

street art that is captivating to visitors. However, until 

two years ago there was no way of rewarding towns 

and precincts that created these art-related 

experiences for visitors. The Australian Street Art 

Awards has remedied that shortcoming,” she said. 

The left half of the mural is a recreation of an 1871 

photograph of store owner Robert Brewster and his 

family alongside a local family enjoying a car ride circa 

1910, but it was the right-hand half of the mural that 

really impressed the judges. 

“We love that this section is an artistic reproduction 

of the Lord Palmerston Hotel and J. Harden 

Confectionery building in the exact location where 

those businesses once stood, even though the original 

building was demolished in 1968,” the judges said. 

The Kapunda Mural Town project also received 

accolades at the Light Regional Council’s Australia Day 

awards this year, taking out Community Project of the 

Year. 

 

 

IMAGE: MammaMia 
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Kapunda mine research update 
EnviroCopper’s Philippa Faulkner has provided an update on the project at Kapunda mine. For further background 

visit https://www.envirocopper.com.au/   

• The next stage is called Site Environment Lixiviant Test (SELT) to test the new environmentally friendly 
lixiviants developed by CSIRO. In addition, we will test how much of the copper can be extracted naturally 
from the ground water. 

• Light Regional Council approved this next stage of in-ground work for March, with 170 positive community 
responses for our project. 

• SA government regulators (DEM, EPA, DEW) are currently assessing our SELT application. 

• The SELT will assess 3 years of lab and desk-top geology work, in the actual ground. 

• There is also a Gold story which we are proving up now. Historic records from the 1980s show there was 
some evidence of fine grain gold but now with new 2020s technology we can test this further. 

• Lastly, we signed a deal to take the Kapunda learnings to another project on Northern Yorke Peninsula. 
 

 

Free access to experts – limited time only 
Did you know Light Regional Council will fund up to 

two consults for small businesses in the council region 

to access the Regional Development Australia’s B2B 

Program? The RDA has reduced its fee until June, with 

the council covering the full amount of the reduced 

fee as part of its COVID-19 assistance package. 

This program provides a three-hour consult with a 

wide range of professional experts and services to 

help identify where your business has opportunities 

and barriers and how it can best assist you. The 

services range from business advice and coaching 

right through to finances, marketing, social media, 

human resources and trade. 

Initially this will be run as a pilot program and just 40 

sessions will be offered to begin with, but it offers an 

incredible opportunity to business owners needing 

assistance or ideas for almost every aspect of 

business. 

For more information visit https:// 

barossa.org.au/assistance/b2b-business-to-business/ 

and conditions do apply.  

 

Small business needing advice? 

The Small Business Commissioner has a number of FREE events coming up. They are in Adelaide but are mostly held 

5pm-6.30pm. Check them out here: www.sasbc.sa.gov.au/events  

Small Business Basics: Return to Work and mentally healthy workplaces – February 23 

Understanding Employee Entitlements – March 16 

Digital Transformation for Small Business – March 23 

Contract Law for Small Business – April 29 

Understanding Award Rates – May 18 

 

https://www.envirocopper.com.au/
http://www.sasbc.sa.gov.au/events
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Calling creatives 

Expressions of Interest are now open for consideration by the organising committee for 

presentations at the SA Regional Creative Industries Conference on Thursday 20 May 

2021 in Port Pirie. SA Creative Industry, Community and Academics who would like to 

share their stories at the conference, are invited to submit an expression of interest to 

present on a topic that will provoke debate, stimulate discussion, offer new ideas, 

learning and encourage collaboration. 

The program allows the opportunity for more than 20 presenters from across South Australia to join with 

international and national presenters. The goal is to bring together the industry, community, academics and policy 

makers for a conference that will be insightful and focused on the theme “Awareness and Connectivity”. 

For further information contact Regional Creatives Facilitator, Sarah Cheesmur: creative@legatus.sa.gov.au  

 

My Business Health 

It’s a new year and with that comes the expectation that we have a 

fresh outlook on our business and new goals or targets to achieve. 

However, that isn’t always the case for everyone. If there are issues 

keeping you up at night, then it might be worth checking out the 

new “My Business health” website launched by the Federal 

Government. 

There’s some great toolkits and advice available in areas such as 

financial advice, what to do if you’re in debt, dispute resolution, 

building relationships and networks, hiring staff and so much more.  

There is also a whole section dedicated to checking in on your own 

wellbeing and that of your workplace. 

The best part all the advice is free and may just point you in the right direction - www.asbfeo.gov.au  

 

Meet the people behind Kapunda Business Alliance 

Bill Adams, chairperson and treasurer 

Business: Making a Diff 

I am a company director, author, and a member of the Kapunda Community Gallery Mural 

Committee. 

 

 

Tiani Leis, secretary 

Business: North Kapunda Hotel (Jay hotels) 

We love to cater food and drinks for patrons with great company and service. 

 

mailto:creative@legatus.sa.gov.au
https://www.asbfeo.gov.au/my-business-health/home
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Deane Rohrlach, minute taker 

Deputy Mayor Light Regional Council 

 

 

 

Matthew Moate, committee member 

Business: MatthewMoate.com 

Business development consultant - Helping innovative wine industry suppliers to make their 

mark as a trusted and valued partner in today’s complex and relationship driven wine 

industry. 

 

Philippa Faulkner, committee member 

Business: EnviroCopper Ltd 

Business Development Manager and Research Grant Manager for EnviroCopper – long history 

in commercial roles with biomedical industry now mining. Passionate about communication, 

education and bringing people along the journey. 

Richard Watts, committee member  

Business: Clare Castle Hotel 

Owner/Director - Great meals, excellent beer garden, family friendly country pub. Drive thru 

bottleshop. 

 

 

Stacey Davidson, committee member 

Business: Sole trader 

Freelance journalist/writer – creating written content for media, business, government and 

organisations (including this newsletter for KBA!) 

 

Committee members also include Michael Kelly, Got-A-Bug, and Doug Smith. 
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Our helpers… 

Leonie Boyd, social media manager 

Hair Off The Dog Grooming Parlour 

Grooming for small dogs, located at 92 Main Street, Kapunda. 

 

 

 Rhia Daniel, marketing and communications 

Regional Development Australia 

 

 

 

 

Join today 
The Kapunda Business Alliance is a membership driven organisation driving a successful business community so 

Kapunda continues to develop and prosper. 

2021 annual membership fees 
$50 | Sole trader 
$75 | Business employing <10 people 
$100 | Business employing >10 people 
 

Sponsorship 
Gold $1,000 
Silver $500 
Bronze $250 

 

Membership includes a listing on the Kapunda Business Alliance website. Please email your company logo, 

description of your business and a photo to kapunda@cometokapunda.com.au  

 

KBA newsletter 

I hope you have enjoyed this newsletter. I welcome feedback and content suggestions. Don’t hesitate to get in touch 

with me – 0407 189 832 or stacey_davidson@bigpond.com 

mailto:kapunda@cometokapunda.com.au
mailto:stacey_davidson@bigpond.com

