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Kapunda Business Alliance 
Engaging, promoting and supporting business in Kapunda 

Hello, from 
Chairman Bill
 There`s a buzz in the community following the exciting 
announcement that the Lucas Street Mural won a gold medal 
at the Australian Street Art Awards night held in Noosa, 
Queensland for the 2020 Best External Mural. 
 The work of local Danny Menzel and his team is a remarkable 
achievement and will undoubtedly attract a lot of people to 
Kapunda which has obvious business advantages. 
 The Kapunda Community Gallery has produced a pamphlet 
with photographs and a description of the various murals. 
These are available free from the gallery and the Kapunda 
Visitor Information Centre.                     SEE PAGE 2 FOR MORE

INSIDE 

Kapunda’s main street is 
coming alive. Meet some of the 
new businesses owners.

Kapunda hits the national 
spotlight with the Lucas Street 
mural being named a winner in 
Australian Street Art Awards. 

Exciting new project 
development for Gundry's Hill 
and Hill Street, Kapunda

National Street Art 
success for Kapunda
The Kapunda Lucas Street Mural has won 2020 Best External 
Mural at the Australian Street Art Awards recently. The 30-
metre long mural depicts the history of Kapunda including its 
copper mining heritage.        CONTINUED PAGE 7

Kapunda's Danny Menzel (back right), with young son Harry pictured 
after accepting the 2020 Australian Street Art Award trophy recently, 
and silver award winner Tristan Minter from the Darwin Street Art 
Festival.

mailto:kapunda@cometokapunda.com.au
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Kapunda Farm Fair 
After running the fair for most of the last 20 years, I have decided 
that at 85 years of age the time has come to retire from this 
enormously time-consuming event. Our April issue will have more 
details about the future of this fair, suffice to say it will be held at the 
superb purpose- built Freeling Farm Centre, still within the Light 
Regional Council area.
Accommodation and What to Do and See in Kapunda 
It is a known fact that accommodation in Kapunda is insufficient, 
resulting in visitors having to seek beds elsewhere. But there`s good 
news on the horizon. Our April newsletter will have a summary of 
what is available as more bed and breakfast venues open. 
Additionally, a "what to do and see" when you come to Kapunda will 
also be featured.
Our Kapunda Business Alliance Website    
There`s a lot of information on our website if you visit: 
www.cometokapunda.com.au including, under "members" a list of 
our businesses’ details and contact information.
My final message to readers is to please shop local first and like us on 
Facebook so you can keep up-to-date with the going’s-on in our town.

Get ’Appy 
SA businesses now have access to on-the-spot 
financial support and services from the State 
Government thanks to a new mobile phone app 
recently launched. 

Complementing the SA Business Information Hub 
website – www.business.sa.gov.au – the free SA 
Business Hub app provides a simple and easy way for 
businesses to find out what’s on offer from the South 

Australian Government as well as the Australian 
Government. 

By simply downloading the free app, business owners 
will have in the palm of their hand a tool that can 
point them to a website, a grant or a government 
agency that can assist. The SA Business Hub app is 
now available as a free download from the Apple 
Store and Google Play.

Best wishes, Bill Adams

KBA Chairman’s March message             CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

Kapunda Business Alliance chair Bill Adams is 
upbeat about Kapunda's current bouyant 
economic climate and praises its many recent 
successes both nationally and locally.

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstateliberalleader.nationbuilder.com%2Fr%3Fu%3D72anAr373kYdW-D8bsIg4kex0WTqZ5jLxiFi95-Z-yE%26e%3D159897327d8537630be384e7869c8d42%26utm_source%3Dstateliberalleader%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dsmallbiz_app%26n%3D1&data=04%7C01%7Cstacey.davidson%40parliament.sa.gov.au%7C13cda7e47fbb4321e70a08d8c33d1fb6%7C694c9d7eafe6477eaa742b8fc75d86e8%7C0%7C0%7C637474014607175971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PXrJAxTAzCvtqcHlX4wp1EnnjqbOuWwebneyJ96YvfE%3D&reserved=0


About the KBA's generous 2021 Sponsors:

Since its inception in 2013, the KBA has not had the benefit of sponsorship. This has now changed for 
which our group is most grateful. 

Our current sponsors include:

GOLD SPONSOR
JT JOHNSON & SONS 
How fortunate for Kapunda to have this wonderful corporate sponsor, who assists literally dozens of 
sporting and other groups without a lot of fanfare. We at KBA are proud to be associated with a 
company employing over 100. staff. Johnson`s employee retention speaks volumes for the way they 
care for their workforce.  

SILVER SPONSOR
BAROSSA CARPET COURT 
KBA accepts members outside of the Kapunda district on the proviso that they do not compete with a 
local business. Proprietors Brian and Angie Grant, and daughter Jodie, and her husband Jamie all live in 
Kapunda, as does salesman Martin Dew. Brian is Kapunda Bowling Club president and doing a mighty 
good job.

SILVER SPONSOR
BRIDGET KIMBER, THE STATION
Bridget comes to Kapunda from the Barossa Valley as you will read elsewhere in this newsletter. Her 
business is a welcome addition to the hitherto acute shortage of accommodation in the town. The 
upgrade of the former Kapunda Railway Station is already taking shape with lots more to come. Doing a 
first class job is a certainty.

BRONZE SPONSOR
THE NORTH KAPUNDA HOTEL   
There`s history galore surrounding this grand old hotel, still visited weekly by Ghost Crime tours. Tiani is 
the keen secretary of the KBA in addition to running the pub. She loves Kapunda and is active in the 
community. Hospitality a specialty!        

BRONZE SPONSOR
GOTABUG
Barry and Michael Kelly run a very busy pest control business with many facets. They are in the process 
of moving into the former Kapunda newsagency building. Both are active members of the Metropolitan 
Fire Service. The KBA appreciates their sponsorship and wishes them well. 
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Welcome to Kapunda… 
We asked a series of questions to some of the new Kapunda 
businesses so the wider community could get to know them. 

Make sure you pop in and say hello! 

Business: The Station

Luxury Group Accommodation at Old Kapunda Station

Owner/s name: Bridget Kimber 

Brief overview of your background: Born and bred in 
Melbourne, I have a background in strategic consulting having 
worked with a boutique firm for 17 years - where I started as 
the paper shredder… and finished as a partner!  

I moved to the Barossa in 2018 to take up a one year contract 
with Yalumba… which turned into two years… and a little bit 
more.  

Towards the end of 2020, and with COVID lockdowns 
continuing in Melbourne, it seemed like a good idea to pick up 
another project in South Australia. 

Once I graduated, I ended up working in the hardware sector. 
My partner and I decided to have a tree change and move out 
of the city, and ended up in the Barossa. The combination of 
looking for work and COVID, led to where I am now.  

When did your business open? The Station is yet 
to open for business… the past 4 months have 
been spent transforming the old building into a 
contemporary space for guests to enjoy.  While 
there is still a bit to do we are looking to 
welcome our first guests in April.  

What does your business offer? Luxury group 
accommodation for up to 15 guests. Guests will 
have full run of the station and enjoy access to 
local attractions as well as an easy drive to both 
the Barossa and Clare Valleys.

Why did you choose to open your business in 
Kapunda? I really believe that Kapunda is 
realising it’s tourism potential.  It was an easy 
decision to invest in a business in the town.

What’s been your biggest highlight so far? The 
people of Kapunda have been so welcoming and 
positive about the transformation of the station. 

What's next? The station will go through a 
second phase of transformation later in 2021, 
with the addition of further accommodation and 
landscaping of the grounds.  By 2022 The Station 
will be a destination for local, interstate, and 
(fingers crossed) international visitors.

Opening in April, The Station will offer luxury group accommodation in Kapunda for visitors and locals, with further exciting 
transformations to occur later in 2021.
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Business: Century 21 Barossa  Owner/s name: C J Setlhong

When did your business open?  Century 21 Barossa opened March 2018, while Century 21 Kapunda opened 
February 1, 2021.

What does your business offer? Property Sales – Residential, Vineyard, Rural, Commercial and Business Premises. 
Property Management, Property Sales, Commercial Leasing.

Why did you choose to open your business in Kapunda? The reason we decided to expand and open a second 
office in Kapunda was because in the Barossa and surrounding regions, geographically the townships are quite 
spread out and in order to give our clients the service they deserve it became obvious that having a second office 
enabled us to do that. In looking at office locations we became aware that long standing Real Estate businesses in 
Kapunda had either recently closed or were closing. We discovered an opportunity to be able to step in and offer 
our services to the area.

What’s been your biggest highlight so far? Being able to grow the business due to the support we have received 
from the Community and being able to achieve sales for the locals who are in need to move on which has lead us to 
being nominated for the following awards: Real Estate Business Awards – Finalist top 10 Regional Sales Office;·         
Real Estate Business Awards – Finalist top 10 Regional Sales Agent (CJ); Real Estate Business Awards – Finalist top 10 
Principal; Real Estate Business Awards – Gold Hat Award - Excellence in Public & Media Relations 2020.

Your Goals for the future: Our main goal is to continue to provide excellent service to our clients and be the pivotal 
Real Estate Company in the region.

The local Century 21 team members, from left: Corinna Schugmann (Property Manager), Rebecca Bolton (Admin), Teri Wenske 
(Sales Consultant), Jess Butler (Reception), CJ Setlhong (Director/Sales), Loren Fowler (Sales Consultant), Donna Daniel (Property 
Manager), Brianna Setlhong (Marketing/Social Media), and Laura O'Conner (Admin/Marketing).

Light Regional Council will fund up to two consults for small businesses in its council region to access the Regional Development 
Australia’s B2B Program. The RDA has reduced its fee until June, with the council covering the full amount of the reduced fee as 
part of its COVID-19 assistance package. This program provides a three-hour consult with a wide range of professional experts 
and services to help identify where your business has opportunities and barriers and how it can best assist you. The services 
range from business advice and coaching to finances, marketing, social media, human resources and trade. Initially this will be 
run as a pilot program and just 40 sessions will be offered to begin with. 
For more information visit https://barossa.org.au/assistance/b2b-business-to-business/
Conditions do apply.  
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BUSINESS: Coopers Fresh

Owners names: James and Kerrie Cooper

Brief overview of background: After growing up in the 
Adelaide Hills we both worked overseas for a few years 
before meeting in Papua New Guinea in 2010. We 
bought a house in Kapunda in 2015, just after our son 
Harold was born. Since then we’ve spent about half of 
our time here and have also lived in Indonesia and 
back in PNG. 

We moved home in March 2020, after the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and we’re loving being back in 
Kapunda, building our business and attempting to 
renovate our lovely old home.

When did your business open? 14 December 2020

What does your business offer: Fresh fruit and 
vegetables, direct from the SA Produce Market three 
times a week, local cheese and gourmet products. 
Meat and seafood are coming soon!

Why did you choose to open your business in 
Kapunda? Moving home last year was a little 
unexpected for us. For the first few months James 
home-schooled Harold while Kerrie worked from 
home. We realised that we wanted to stay so we used 
the next few months to work out what to do next… we 
love fresh fruit and vegetables and we thought (and 
hoped!) that there might be some like-minded people 
in town. 

We welcome business 
and local community 

group feedback 
We are seeking your feedback on what the 

KBA can do for you.
Is it networking opportunities or do you want to 

hear from speakers on a particular topic or maybe 
you would like the KBA to hear about your 
business’s special project or development?

Please let us know by contacting us via email 
admin@cometokapunda.com.au or any of the 

KBA committee members.

What’s been your biggest highlight so far? 
Our biggest highlight has been getting to know our 
wonderful customers! 
We feel incredibly grateful for the support we’ve 
received from within Kapunda and further afield.
We can’t wait to bring even more beautiful, fresh, local 
products to the local community.

Coopers Fresh proprietors Kerrie and James Cooper.



Kapunda mural wins national award
Kapunda’s Lucas Street Mural has been named one of 
the best public art experiences in Australia after 
taking home the top prize.

After being shortlisted for the 2020  Australian Street 
Art Awards’ Best External Mural it took home the top 
prize at an awards ceremony held on March 2 on the 
Sunshine Coast. 

Kapunda mural artist Danny Menzel and his band of 
dedicated volunteers from the Kapunda Mural Town 
Project were excited about the win.

"What an amazing night my 11-year-old son Harry 
(volunteer painter of pants, rocks and stuff) attended 
at the Australian Street Art Awards," Mr Menzel said.

"It was gratifying to be chosen the best among some 
fantastic public art from all over the country."

"Our 15 volunteer artists feel proud to be involved 
with the project, as does our mural committee.

"This accolade and exposure will hopefully provide 
Kapunda with more visitors keen to check out our 
murals and services." 

The left half of the mural is a recreation of an 1871 
photograph of store owner Robert Brewster and 
family alongside a family enjoying a car ride circa 
1910. The right side an artistic reproduction of the 
Lord Palmerston Hotel and J. Harden 
Confectionery building.
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From left, Danny Menzel and event sponsor Andrew Harris 
from Portable Creations, with Kapunda's Best External Mural 
Award for 2020 Australian Street Art Awards. 
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Kapunda was an Ag Town of the Year finalist for the second year in a row, and narrowly missed out on the win, with 
the award going to Pinnaroo, a worthy winner. 

Kapunda was the only town to be a finalist in both years the award has run, and one of five finalists out of entries 
from 70 towns, up from 40 last year. Finalists were chosen by a combination of votes received from the public and 
assessed by individual judges based on the answer to a question.  Once chosen, the finalists answered another four 
questions, with the option to provide a photo gallery and videos, the option Kapunda took up.  

Judges came to Kapunda, where they visited a selection of businesses.  They were so impressed they extended their 
visit by several more hours than they had scheduled.  JT Johnson & Sons export manager Darren White deserves a 
special mention for joining the group who accompanied the judges and made valuable input over the day.

The businesses visited included Johnsons, Solar Water Pumps, Ellbourn Engineering, Kapunda Diesel Repair, Wendt 
Brothers Farm, Belvidere Ridge Chaff and Barossa Valley Craft Malts.

Did you know Light Regional Council will fund up to 
two consults for small businesses in the council region 
to access the Regional Development Australia’s B2B 
Program The RDA has reduced its fee until June, with 
the council covering the full amount of the reduced 
fee as part of its COVID-19 assistance package. 

This program provides a three-hour consult with a
wide range of professional experts and services to
help identify where your business has opportunities 
and barriers and how it can best assist you. The 
services range from business advice and coachin g 

right through to finances, marketing, social media,
human resources and trade.

Initially this will be run as a pilot program and just 40
sessions will be offered to begin with, but it offers an
incredible opportunity to business owners needing 
assistance or ideas for almost every aspect of 
business.

For more information visit https://
barossa.org.au/assistance/b2b-business-to-business/
and conditions do apply. 

From left: Light Regional Council (LRC) Mayor Bill O’Brien, KBA chair Bill Adams, Deputy Mayor and KBA/Council 
Liaison Deane Rohrlach and LRC General Manager Economic Development Kieren Chappell with the 2020 Ag 
Town of Year Finalist Certificate, presented at the Award Ceremony at O’Leary Walker Wines, near Clare on 
Friday evening, February 26.

NORTH KAPUNDA HOTEL
Open - Tuesday to Sunday, Closed Mondays

Lunch: 12 pm to 2pm. Dinner: 6pm to 8pm  

We’re a family run business offering upstairs function 
rooms, with set menus available for large functions, 

catering to any dietary needs. 
Our Senior’s Menu includes coffee and cake and we pride 

ourselves on being family friendly. 

Established in 1849, the hotel was originally called the North 
Kapunda Arms Hotel. The first licensee was John Bickford, who was 

formerly employed by the North Kapunda Mining Company 
as a carpenter.

Kapunda - 2020 Ag Town finalist

https://www.envirocopper.com.au/
http://www.sasbc.sa.gov.au/events
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Project plans for Gundrys Hill development
The project will upgrade the Gundrys Hill Lookout Reserve, by building a new picnic area with shelter and sitting 
area. 

The site forms part of the Kidman Horse Trail, which is in an elevated position overlooking the Kapunda township.

The goals of the project include creating a public space for visitors and the local community and promoting local 
historic attractions to expand cultural tourism to the area. These works are only stage one of a three stage project. 

Stage 1 has been made possible with funding provided through the State Government’s Buildingwhatmatters 
Program, the developer and the Light Regional Council. The remaining stages are linked to the development of the 
surrounding land and will be delivered at some time in the future.

Stage 1 will include: Ephemeral Lake construction; Stormwater upgrade works; Turf Kickabout recreation space;  
Rubble footpath and walking trails, including bridge and stairway; Access road and parking upgrade (unsealed); 
and Landscaping. Unfortunately the project budget did not allow the entrance road and carpark to be sealed, 
although it will be improved by the works (in terms of drainage and surface condition). 

Prior to more residents occupying the surrounding estate, it was considered that sealing the road may have an 
adverse impact by attracting hoon drivers to this area which might not yet attract regular visitation for passive 
surveillance. 

Meet the people behind Kapunda Business Alliance

Bill Adams, chairperson and treasurer 

Business: Making a Diff 

I am a company director, author, and a member of the Kapunda Community Gallery Mural 

Committee. 

Tiani Leis, secretary 

Business: North Kapunda Hotel (Jay Hotels) 

We love to cater food and drinks for patrons with great company and service. 

An artists impression of what the area might look like after all stages are completed.

mailto:creative@legatus.sa.gov.au
https://www.asbfeo.gov.au/my-business-health/home
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Deane Rohrlach, minute taker 

Deputy Mayor Light Regional Council 

Matthew Moate, committee member 

Business: MatthewMoate.com 

Business development consultant - Helping innovative wine industry suppliers to make their

mark as a trusted and valued partner in today’s complex and relationship driven wine 

industry. 

Philippa Faulkner, committee member 

Business: EnviroCopper Ltd 

Business Development Manager and Research Grant Manager for EnviroCopper – long history

in commercial roles with biomedical industry now mining. Passionate about communication, 

education and bringing people along the journey. 

Richard Watts, committee member 

Business: Clare Castle Hotel 

Owner/Director - Great meals, excellent beer garden, family friendly country pub. Drive thru

bottleshop.

Stacey Davidson, committee member 

Business: Sole trader 

Freelance journalist/writer – creating written content for media, business, government and 
organisations.
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Our helpers… 

Leonie Boyd, social media manager 

Hair Off The Dog Grooming Parlour 

Grooming for small dogs, located at 92 Main Street, Kapunda. 

 Rhia Daniel, marketing and communications 

Regional Development Australia 

Join today 
The Kapunda Business Alliance is a membership driven organisation driving a successful business community so 
Kapunda continues to develop and prosper. 

2021 annual membership fees: 
$50 | Sole trader & Not-for-Profits
$75 | Business employing <10 people 
$100 | Business employing >10 people 

Sponsorship: 
Gold $1,000 
Silver $500 
Bronze $250 

Membership includes a listing on the Kapunda Business Alliance website. Please email your company 
logo, description of your business and a photo to admin@cometokapunda.com.au  

KBA newsletter 
We hope you have enjoyed this newsletter. Please share it with your friends and associates.

mailto:kapunda@cometokapunda.com.au
mailto:stacey_davidson@bigpond.com
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